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Although Roma in Macedonia have been represented and are still represented in the political life, effective and meaningful participation is a challenge.

At the moment Roma have one member of the Macedonian Parliament, one Minister without Portfolio in charge of the Roma targeting policies, and several high position political representatives within the ministries and other public bodies. A consultative body has been established for the purpose of planning, consultation and coordination in relation to the Decade of Roma Inclusion and National Strategy for Roma, with participation of Roma political and civil society representatives.

However, the consultative body had a pause of more than a year and only recently was re-established, without particular outputs from its work. Regardless the representation within the Government, revised Decade Action Plans were adopted by the Government six months after the revision – quite long time for a public policy of 10 years. Legislation and public policies are being created without the consultation of Roma, even when there are particular pieces of legislation and policies directly affecting Roma or of particular interest for Roma.

The conclusion is that formal representation in the political life is not sufficient for effective and meaningful participation of Roma in the political life. Therefore, several recommendations need to be considered:

1. Disaggregated data by ethnicity (or other criteria depending on the minority situation in a country) need to be collected and utilized for policy creation.

2. Impact assessment could be an effective tool to assess legislation and policy and its possible effects on minorities.

3. Minority representatives need to be encouraged and supported to have consultation process in relation to legislation and policies affecting or of interest for the minorities.
4. Extra efforts need to be made to involve minorities in the political discourse, as often there are language, physical, understanding or other barriers to their meaningful participation.

5. Arrangements such as cultural autonomy, independent bodies representing the identities within a country, veto rights, etc, should be applied and used in a good faith and spirit of tolerance in relation to the debates on identities, languages, cultures, and other issues relevant to minorities.

6. UN should consider the status of Roma (and such minorities) as a particular group that needs to be involved in the international political discourse, particularly in relation to minority and identity issues.
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